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Heavy as Mountain, Light as Cloud
Understand the Design of the Shanghai CIFI Center
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ABSTRACT As a specific kind of office building,
the design of corporate headquarter is supposed to
articulate the intention and extension of corporate’s
own culture. Departing from the paradoxical

conditions of heaviness and lightness, the design of
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the Shanghai CIFl Center assembles the movement
of a swinging pendulum, seeking a kinetic balance
between the heavy and the light. it intends to derive
the “lightness” of modern architectural aesthetics from
the ideological “heaviness” required by the corporate
culture and its image, constructing a condition of
“lightness” that can relax the user. The approach is to let
the paradox achieve a subtle state of harmony in the design
of corporate headquarter as a specific office building.
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Project: Shanghai CIFI Center

Location: No.1088 Shenhong Road, Shanghai
Function: Office

Built area: 14,627 m’

Design/Completion: 2014/2016.11

Design: La Cime INTERNATIONALE PTE.LTD.

Construction: Shanghai Johnson architectural design and

engineering consultants ltd.

Chief architect: Song Zhaoging

Design team: Yang Peishen, Wei Wenyuan, Guo Dan, Li Shaohong
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3. Sunken courtyard

4. Partial view of the building
5. Rest platform

6.View of the entrance
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