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Between ‘Existence’ and ‘Nothingness’

The Design of Yanlord Guantang and Tangbei Communities
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ABSTRACT This paper expresses the architect’s

inclinations towards pursuing strong visual effects
in contemporary Chinese architectural design, and
reflects on the possibilities of expressing Oriental
philosophy’s commitment to atmosphere by way
of space treatment approaches rich in traditional
architectural ambiance. In the design practice of
Yanlord Guantang and Tangbei communities in
Suzhou, the architects have actively engaged in
experimentation in architectural layout, courtyard
space, street and alley space and material, eventually

succeeded in expressing more ‘existence’ through the

medium of ‘nothingness’ which is characterized by
deliberately left empty spaces, imitation of nature and
self-abnegation.
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Project: Communication Center, Yanlord Guantang Community 3
Location: Suzhou, Jiangsu Province = .
Total floor area: 241 m” (Underground)
1,328 m’ (Above Ground)
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Client: Yanlord Land Group Ltd (Suzhou) e T I . - e
Design institute: La Cime INTERNATIONAL PTELTD. ) ‘ ‘
Architects: SONG Zhaoging, YANG Peishen, GU Jiaxin 3 “[T—'}'"’:'—" e
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2. 2. 1stfloor plan
.TEEEE 3. Top floor plan
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5. TILBRiE 5. Sunken corridor
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6. BAHT 6. Elevator hall
7.1 7.Entrance
8. 8. Section
9. 9. Elevations
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10. Sunken courtyard

2 1. H 11. Sunken courtyard and elevator hall
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Project: Yanlord Tangbei Community

Location: Suzhou, Jiangsu Province

Site area: 5.38hm’ .

Total floor area: 24,207 m’

Design period: 2008/ ~2010/10

Construction period: 2009/12 ~2011/10

Design institute: La Cime INTERNATIONAL PTE.LTD. ,

Architects: SONG Zhaoging, CEN Ling, SONG Zhaofang, LI Jing, .
ZHANG Xiaoyu, CHEN Cheng

Landscape design: Yoshiki dea Landscape & Archli:ectr

 Curtain wall design: Shanghai XinCentury Curtian Wall Engineering Co. Ltd

?1994-2018 China Academic Journal Electronic Publishing House. All rights reserved.  http:/www.cnki.net
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12. Main hall, No. 1 building

13. Ground floor plan, type E (400) unit
14. Ground floor plan, type D (500) unit
15. Ground floor plan, type C (600) unit
16. Ground floor plan, type B (1000) unit
17. Ground floor plan, type A (1600) unit
18.19.20. Models
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21. General view
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