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Designing a Community Entrance Building from the View of Urban System: CRCITY

Community Centre
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The CRCITY Community Centre is a part
of the first TOD housing project in the city of
Qingdao. With the main entrance of the community
located at the crossroads of East Liaoyang Road
and Shenzhen Road, which is also the site of the
interchange station of the Metro Line M2 and M4 (in
construction), the community centre is functioning
as the transition point from urban scale to dwelling
scale. For the citizens resided in the community, the
CRCITY Community Centre is an entrance building
identifying a sense of home-coming.

One of the key topics of the design of entrance
buildings is the stimulation of the interaction
between the urban plaza and the interior of the
architecture in the integration of daily life. The role
of entrance calls for the urbanity of public spaces,
thus the community centre mainly functions by
featuring this common. In other words, the CRCITY
Community Centre ought to reveal its autonomy in
a larger scale with a small volume, which happens
to accord with the design philosophy of traditional
Chinese garden. Thereby, inspired by the concept
of spaciousness, we implant the community centre
into the hierarchy of urban spaces, enables it to
become the subject to reinterpret its surrounding
environment.

In relatively highly urbanised regions including
Qingdao, the balance between economic value and
civic value is required in housing constructions,
especially in New Normal. Initiated in an urban
view, abandoning the pursuit of conventional iconic
or monumentality, the CRCITY Community Centre
is designed with concerns of the capacity to inspire
public life of the community. Besides, in order to
fulfill the different needs of an entrance building
in different phases of the housing construction,
flexibility is presented to the maximal extent. The
enclosure of the community centre, along with the
interior and exterior spaces, substantialises all of

the civic, economic and architectural concerns.[ ]
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